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East Coast Malaysia

Harbors Infinite Possibilities
By Chee Kok Ping, Jackie
Translated by Lee Ren Hui
The East Coast Rail Link (ECRL) construction project in conjunction with the East Coast Economic Region (ECER) is divided into three stages. The first stage is from the
Klang River (Selangor area) to Kuantan; the second stage is from Kuantan to Kuala Terengganu; the third stage is from Kuala Terengganu to Kota Bharu and Pengkalan
Kubor of Kelantan.
The ECRL crosses four states out of the 11 states on Malay Peninsula, namely Selangor, Terengganu, Pahang, Kelantan, connecting state capitals of the East Coast with
important towns, Kuantan Port and Kemaman Port.
Upon operation, freight from the East Coast could directly reach Port Klang, and thus promoting local investment and business activities, creating employment opportunities, while enabling the provision of quality education and promotion of local tourism.

The East Coast Rail Link (ECRL) of more than
600 kilometers with official groundbreaking
presided over by leaders of both China and
Malaysia, marked that the project has entered
a period of rapid development with infinite
“bright” the prospect.
Upon completion, the ECRL will connect
strategic shipping lanes from South China Sea,
Thailand’s border and the Straits of Malacca,
and even expected to link multiple landlocked
countries in Southeast Asia through the TransAsian Railway and becoming the key link
to building a community of shared destiny
between China and ASEAN.
What are the appeals of the ECRL infrastructure
construction project, that it has gained much
attention of the Chinese “Belt and Road”
initiative and countries along the route? Where
does it stand in the future as a new trade route
of East Coast of Malaysia, China and countries
along <The Belt and Road>? In this issue of the
<Malaysia-China Business Magazine> we will
focus on the East Coast by exploring along
the sketched route of ERCL East Rail Line, in
order to prepare ourselves before the official
operation of ECRL, as well as assisting readers
to get ready in terms of mental, vision and
business strategy preparedness warm up”.
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his issue of <Malaysia-China Business Magazine> will bring you an exclusive
interview with CEO of Kuantan Port Consortium, Dato’ Ir. Haji Khasbullah bin A.
Kadir, who shared with us his vision on the future prospect of cooperation between
the new deepwater wharf terminal of Kuantan Port, which will be ready by early next
year, and the ECRL.
On top of that, <Malaysia-China Business Magazine> also talked to MalaysiaChina Chamber of Commerce (MCCC) Terengganu Branch President Dato’ See Meng
Geok, MCCC Kelantan Branch President Datuk Tan Choon Hwa and MCCC Pahang
Branch President Dato’ Andy Chiew, on the opportunities and prospects of ECRL that
will link the three states on the East Coast.
As the saying “people-to-people connection starts with cultural exchanges,”
arts and cultural features of the East Coast is the most beautiful scenery along the
ECRL. Therefore, <Malaysia-China Business Magazine> has specially arranged a “East
Coast Arts and Cultural Tour” to introduce readers to the Malay traditional culture, arts,
scenic spots, creative writings and traditional games that form the unique charm of
the East Coast.

The ECRL Under Construction
Both Chinese and Malaysian governments attach great importance to the farreaching significance of demonstration of the ECRL that is regarded as a major flagship
project in the joint development of “The Belt and Road” by the two countries.
Our Prime Minister Najib stressed, “The development of the ECRL is aimed
to promote economic development of the three East Coast states that have always
been regarded backward, and to narrow the gap with states on the West Coast of the
Peninsula.”
Upon completion of the ECRL, not only will the three East Coast states be closely
connected, it would also become the main railway line and economic artery across
the Malay Peninsula, bringing an end to the history of no railway connection of the
East Coast and filling the gap between the East Coast and West Coast of the Malay
Peninsula.
In the future, the ECRL will completely change the life and economic outlook
of people in the East Coast, and is expected to bring an extra 1.5% of economic
growth to the three states on the East Coast. Thus, in turn improving the income
and living standards of the local residents, especially for the rural and semi rural
population.
As early as March this year, the Malaysia government launched the ECRL public
surveillance program for three months and interviewed 17,000 East Coast residents.
More than 95% of them expressed warm support for railway project. As it is expected
that a large number of local products could be promoted and exported via the ECRL,
small and medium enterprises are especially looking forward to it. The ECRL has indeed
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On 9 August, China State Councilor Wang Yong (eighth from left) and Najib (seventh from left)
attended the groundbreaking ceremony of ECRL in Kuantan, Malaysia.
become the utmost hope of the locals.
Najib said, “the ECRL is one of the key projects of national transformation,
breaking our inherent pattern and way of thinking and is conducive to promoting
the exchange of people between the East and West Coasts of the Peninsula.”
The ECRL could shorten the travel time between Gombak, Selangor, and
Wakaf Bharu, Kelantan, from original average of 7 to 12 hours to less than 4 hours.
This narrowing of distance between the East and West Coast is only the first step
towards a new milestone.

Boost the Increase In Freight volume
The ECRL is scheduled for completion and operation by 2024, with an
expected 30:70 passenger to freight ration. In conjunction with the scheduled
completion of the Kuantan Port deepwater terminal, a large-scale logistic and
transport network would be ready with the comprehensive trade link of ECRL and
sea routes.
In other words, the ECRL could transfer cargo from Port Klang to Kuantan
Port and other ports along the East Coast directly to the South China Sea, and
would help to reduce the congestion along the Straits of Malacca.
Malaysia’s Transport Minister estimated that by 2030, the ECRL could
handle 5.4 million passengers annually and transport 53 million tons of cargo. By
connecting the main economic and industrial zones, the ECRL would transform
Malaysia into a regional logistics center.
According to the preliminary plan, the government of Malaysia initially
considered to make ECRL a part of the Trans-Asia Railway, connecting with the
Thailand railway to make it Malaysia’s land transport corridor into southwest of
China. This would greatly enhance Malaysia’s international trade status while and
transforming Malaysia into a hub of the Trans-Asia Railway in the east.
In July this year, Thailand’s cabinet approved the construction of the
first phase of the $5.5 billion railway project that would connect Thai Industrial
East Coast (industrial zones and its eastern deep sea port), Southeast Asia and
Southern China through inland Laos. This means that ECRL would be connected
to the Sino-Thai Railway, Jakarta-Bandung Railway and China-Laos Railway that
are also in full swing construction, and together, forming a strong support of
ASEAN interconnectivity and community building.
The birth of ECRL signifies the deepening of pragmatic cooperation
between China and Malaysia in line with the fundamental and long-term
interests of both sides. On top of being an extension of railway infrastructure
along the East Coast of Malaysia, ECRL is also an extension in the mutual trust
and cooperation between China and Malaysia that would further increase
economic and trade exchanges among Malaysia, China and the ASEAN, while
pushing cooperation with countries along the Belt and Road Initiative to
another new height.
ECRL adopts China’s national passenger and freight standard electrified
railway, with passenger trains designed at an average speed of 160 kilometers per
hour and freight trains designed at an average speed of 80 kilometers per hour.
The construction period is estimated to be 7 years.

Attracts Only Quality Capitals
The ECRL costs $11 billion, of which 85% is financed the Export-Import Bank
of China at a low annual interest rate of 3.25%, while the remaining 15% by the
Maybank via issuance of Islamic bonds.
ECRL is also the biggest overseas project and the longest railway

Representatives of leaders of both sides Malaysia and China
study the simulation route of the ECRL.

construction project, with the internationally renowned, world’s technology
champion China Communications Construction Co. Ltd. (CCCC) as its engineering
trader. CCCC now regarded ECRL as its key project and pledges to bring together
the best resources make this super project a success.
Liu Qitao, chairman of CCCC, said that the project is introducing China’s
railway standards into Malaysia for the first time, reflecting the effective
convergence and integration of Chinese and foreign technical standards.
“The project adopts two standard systems, namely, below civil construction
part underneath the rail line uses Malaysian / British standard, while the operating
systems and cars adopt Chinese standard. How to match up the two standards?
How to ensure compatibility with existing railway system in Malaysia? And how
to ensure the safety and reliability of the railway system? All of these need to go
through extensive research and demonstration.”
Bridge and tunnel made up of 33% of the railway construction,
among them, the viaduct is about 100 kilometers, while tunnel is about 65
kilometers. As part of the project’s tunnel is necessary to cross the natural
dividing line of the East and West Coasts of the Malay Peninsula, Banjaran,
Titiwangsa, making it the most challenging project in Malaysia so far, in terms
of engineering and construction.
CCCC’s parent company China Communications Construction Group Co.,
Ltd. (referred to as the China Communications Group) has emerged as the 103rd
of the world’s top 500 enterprises and ranked as the world’s largest international
contractor for 11 consecutive years.
According CCCC’s ECRL Senior Project Consultant Fang Zhenru, the project
development period alone would create more than 80,000 jobs for the locals,
while the actual operation of ECRL would provide 6,000 permanent employment
opportunities.
ECRL project also set up the “Sino-Malaysian Railway Personnel Training
Cooperation Program,” where the first training class was held September this year
in Pahang. The program was jointly developed by two renowned universities in
China and 9 institutions of higher learning in Malaysia.
According to reports, the program would train 3,600 railway construction
and operation personnel for Malaysia, and they would have the opportunity to
participate in the construction of the railway construction.
At the same time, China agreed to open the right to participate in
at least 30% of the project so to let Malaysian companies to join the ECRL
construction. The ECRL has opened up the opportunity for local talents and
industries to jump on the “fast track” of transformation, which is indeed an
unprecedented golden opportunity in the path of national transformation.

Bright Future of Infinite Possibilities
The East Coast is about to launch a new pattern to connect with countries
along the “Belt and Road” initiative and the rest of the world with its new
comprehensive trade route of “ECRL by land, Kuantan Port by sea.”
On the basis of “seeking quantity” and “seeking quality”, East Coast is like a
shining pearl that is ready to amaze the world.
Here, entrepreneurial dream will be achieved one by one. Here, cooperation
among entrepreneurs will no longer be a dream, but a gradual implementation
of an ambitious plan. All of this is made possible with the ECRL, East Coast and
Malaysia will sail towards the bright future of infinite possibilities!
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Kuantan Port Aims to Be Asia Top Five Leading Ports

Seeks Multi-Win Cooperation
In the future, Kuantan Port will focus on more internal and external integration of resources as well as port to port, with the objective of combining marine cargo
shipping and land railway transport (ECRL) and to establish Kuantan Port and East Coast of Malaysia that facing the endless South China Sea as a new hub for
international freight transportation.

With the expansion of the Kuantan Port deepwater terminal expected to be completed next year, plus
the East Coast Rail Link connection of ports across Peninsula Malaysia, that is connecting Kuantan Port
with Port Klang, as outlined by Prime Minister Najib, Kuantan Port could be described as a new rising star
of the East Coast enjoying the complete advantages of “favourable climatic, geographical and human
conditions.”

T

his issue of <Malaysia-China Business
Magazine> will bring you an exclusive
interview with CEO of Kuantan Port
Consortium, Dato’ Ir. Haji Khasbullah bin A.
Kadir, who shared with us his vision on the
future prospect of cooperation between the
new deepwater wharf terminal of Kuantan
Port, which will be ready by early next year,
and the ECRL.
In an exclusive interview with the
Business
Magazine>,
<Malaysia-China
CEO of Kuantan Port Consortium, Dato’ Ir.
Haji Khasbullah bin A. Kadir shared, as the
deepwater terminal will be put into operation
as scheduled, this new start will open another

chapter of the Kuantan Port. “Within this half a year before the official operation of the deepwater terminal, we (the
management) need to ensure that everything is ready, with proper formulation and implementation of the master
plan. And finally, officially showcase to the world the new face, new energy of Kuantan Port, operating according to
international standard and under a safe and professional premise.”
Khasbullah also sharing with reporter that he set goals for himself and his team. “We aim to become the first
regional maritime trade and logistics centre in the Asia Pacific region by 2020 and become one of the five leading
ports in the Asian region.”
With expansion of the new deepwater terminal, he pointed out that both logistics capacity and cargo throughput
of Kuantan Port would increase from the original 40,000 tons of maximum berth capacity, an additional of 200,000
tons are added to cater to the needs of more ships docking. “With the rapid development of carrier technology, plus
increasing shipping demand to and from ports all over the world, we can foresee that ports (new or expanded) are
only going to get bigger and bigger in the future, with berth capacity reaching better economies of scale.”
Khasbullah explained that Kuantan Port was about 12 meters deep before expansion, and an increase to
18 meters is itself a challenging project, “But with our belief, couples with detailed planning and comprehensive
professional management, we eventually overcame the challenges!”

Cooperation with multi ports to achieve multi-win

Khasbullah expects the new deepwater
terminal of Kuantan Port to be ready in the
first quarter (January to March) of 2018, “After
it is officially put into operation, we would be
able to handle our first large tonnage ship,
providing handling, maintenance and other
endurance services.”
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“First of all, we want to be the leading hub of maritime trade and logistics services on the East Coast of
the Malay Peninsula, by promoting import and export, industrial output and overall transformation of the East
Coast. Then, along with sister ports and neighboring ports that share different topography, categories of ship
berthing, we shall further explore our complementary advantages and our individual edges, in order to jointly
move towards the target of being the “top five leading Asian ports.”
He said, Kuantan Port is currently exploring the possibilities of establishing mutually beneficial cooperative
“port to port” relations with several ports in south of Thailand and other neighboring countries along the route. “We
hope to pass through all barriers and red tapes, so as to provide customers with shorter shipping times, more cost
rationalization, and easier procedures. It is an ideal win-win situation for us (Kuantan Port), sister ports, partner ports,
investors and customers.”
Last June, Kuantan Port and Huizhou City Water Authority, China signed a cooperation framework agreement,
to formally forming sister ports between Kuantan Port and Huizhou Port, paving the way for further enhancement of
China-Malaysia bilateral trade.
In addition, Kuantan Port is also a member of an important port alliance established two years ago between
Malaysia and China. As of September this year, the China-Malaysia Port Alliance confirmed that the membership had
increase to 21, including three ports in Malaysia and two ports in China. The alliance will help promote competitveness
of ports including the Kuantan Port, and to transform Malaysia into the port hub of ASEAN.
It is worth mentioning that the East Coast Rail Link that is planned to be completed in the next five to ten
years would be creating new channel and new link between the two ports, namely from Kuantan Port to Port
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Klang. “I’m also looking forward to the railway program. This new trade
route integrating both sea and land is going to create a precedent for
Malaysia’s inland plus outbound shipping model.”
According to the current market operation, route of freight from
Shenzhen, China via Kuantan Port and East Coast Rail Link to Port Klang is
estimated to save 30 hours compared to via Singapore and the Straits of
Malacca. In face of fierce competition in the logistics industry, every minute
and second counts and ‘time is money’, plus e-commerce has greatly
shortened the expected delivery time. It is good news that Kuantan Port has
the ability to save time for customers.
“Let’s put the joint benefits of mutual support and cooperation into
good use and shine in the “Belt and Road Initiative”.

Cooperation with Chinese capital and
self-improvement
Kuantan Port is a 60:40 joint venture between by IJM Group, a company
listed in Malaysia, and Beibu Gulf Holding (Hong Kong) Co., Ltd., in which the
government of Malaysia held a special stake.
Speaking of years of cooperation experiences with Chinese funded
enterprises, Khasbullah sounded definite when he pointed out that, with
advanced technology and research and development achievements, China
is undoubtedly Malaysia’s learning model of industrial transformation. “Over
the past few years, we (the management) have been making frequent visits to
the Nanning Expo. In addition to looking for investors and new cooperation
opportunities, we also hope to learn China’s new technology and research
and development spirit that are at the forefront of the world.”
According to statistics, China has 7 ports listed among the top 10
global ports with the highest throughput in 2016. At present, China has 34
mega ports of 100 million tons, over 2,300 berths of 10,000 tons and more,
forming a linkage of five port groups among Bohai, the Yangtze River Delta,
the southeast coast, the Pearl River Delta and the southwest coast. These
data again confirms Kuantan Port’s cooperation with Chinese enterprises is
of relatively small scale. This not only shows its management’s attention and
international vision for the future, but also its practical action in taking the
first step to success.
“We used to believe it is time to change the mentality of defending
one’s foothold. This is an era of competition and cooperation from all sides.
As long as it is a healthy competition, we should not miss a chance that we
can exert our own potential as well as learn from others. Of course, before
going out to compete, we should do our best to prepare ourselves. Take
Kuantan Port as example, we started from scratch and now we must gather
all parts into a whole. We must first integrate the basic resources available in
our region, namely water and electricity, land, talents, infrastructure, building
materials, etc., and cooperate closely with the authorities.”

Afterword:

The new deepwater terminal phase 1A has a berth of 16 meters deep, 400 meters
long, and a 20-hectare cargo yard adjacent to the berth to meet the needs of ships
and goods.

The current outlook over the deepwater terminal and the concept layout upon
completion.
“Through effective port transportation and shipping management, we
hope to make Malaysian products more competitive to be exported overseas,
especially to promote the unique products of East Coast to overseas countries and
even the global market.”
At present, the global shipping industry output value reached $500 billion and
is continue growing strong. This also leaves a foreshadowing for the future trend of
a fiercely competitive yet cooperative shipping industry. Today, Kuantan Port took a
small step, which is perhaps a big stride forward for the freight industry of the East
Coast as well as Malaysia!
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Appointment for the interview with Khasbullah was made through his
secretary and was set on 4th September, in conjunction with his visit to Kuala
Lumpur for an event so he could spare some time for this exclusive interview.
That day was initially a working day, but at closing ceremony of the SEA
Games and National Day celebration countdown, the government declared it
a public holiday. It was learned that the event Khasbullah was going to attend
was also postponed.
We thought that he would have delayed or declined the interview.
Fortunately, not only did he keep his word, he even invited us to an interview
over the breakfast in the morning.
On that day, while we were enjoying the breakfast, Khasbullah joked in
a humorous tone, “Today is a rare holiday! Many civil servants or businessmen
would be leisurely playing golf, or with enjoying quality family time! Look at
me, I still have to go to work and run around!”
On top of responding to the prepared questions, the interview
was successfully concluded amidst light conversations and Khasbullah’s

commitment to the East Coast.
This trip of Khasbullah was well packed, yet he still managed
to take 45 minutes for a face-to-face
ce-to-face interview. This showed his
precise and pragmatic style of time management. Subsequently,
he also immediately led his deputy
puty to different places downtown
to meet with institutions and individuals interested in Kuantan
Port.
Indeed, as Khasbullah said, the prospects for Malaysia
can be rosy, depending onn how our generation creates and
operates. “As long as we plan meticulously and execute properly,
ction and the right track, and we
we can identify the clear direction
can seize the opportunity and step forward faster than others
(neighbors and competitors).. And all of these needs to
start from ourselves!”
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Pahang

ECRL’s Triple Connectivity,
Integrates Business Opportunities
“ECRL will bring significant changes to the East Coast and promote its further integration with the world.”
MCCC Pahang Branch President Dato’ Andy Chiew said that the ECRL would create a “triple connectivity” for
Pahang, that is connecting Kuantan Port to Port Klang, people-to-people connection and smooth flow of trade,
freight and logistics.
RM2 billion to set up a ceramics factory, and China Guangxi Investment Group

C

hiew is
i also optimistic about the strategic value
of the new route both for the Chinese and foreign
capitals,
capita as it not only shortens the transportation

MCCC Pahang Branch President
Dato’ Andy Chiew is confidence that
the connectivity of ECRL will break
foreign investors’ stigma of Pahang
as “the biggest state on the Malay
Peninsula,” but instead as “the state
that offers the most economic and
trade opportunities, with the best
return on investment.”

time
tim and cost, but also serves as a springboard
into the ASEAN market through the East
Coast of Malaysia, bordering Thailand.
“Once the ECRL is integrated
into ASEAN, European and Chinese
railway systems, it is expected to create
tremendous business opportunities
for Pahang, which will then be a major
highlight of the investment. Kuantan Port
would become duty-free zone, attracting
more inflow of businesses, the Port could
then use ECRL to realize transshipment of
cargo.”

ECRL, Kuantan Port and Kuantan Industrial Park
complement and supplement one another
Chiew is hopeful that Pahang could become a portal of the East Coast
with Kuantan Port ‘s “port to port” connectivity with its many sister ports and
cooperation with overseas ports.
“Especially the Kuantan Port, once the port’s expansion is completed,
plus the operation of ECRL, it would help stimulate related industries within
the state. General supply requirements such as water, food, fuel, maintenance,
etc., would all generate a great deal of new business opportunities.”
Chiew believes that upstream and downstream, mineral mining, new
energy industries would be the first few to benefit from it. “In the long
run, it could even stimulate the entrepreneurial climate, technological
transformation, as well as cultivation of young entrepreneurs and
professionals of international perspective.”
Not forgetting, Pahang is also the home to the Malaysia-China Kuantan
Industrial Park (MCKIP), a joint development between the local government and
the Chinese government.”
The industrial park is certainly the biggest selling point of Pahang
in attracting Chinese investors. The industrial park aims to strengthen the
management of regional supply chain, with Kuantan Port only 10 km away and
the ECRL connected to the inland, all of these conform to the development of
times.
At present, a number of Chinese companies are expanding production
bases in the park, such as Guangxi Zhongli Enterprise Group Co Ltd, which invested

A6

2017/10-12

that invested RM580 million to build an aluminum components manufacturing
plant. Looking forward to next year, there are at least 4 to 5 new Chinese funded
enterprises that would settle in the park.
It is worth mentioning that, the newly established Kertih Biopolymer
Park in the park would attract more influx of Chinese capitals through local tax
concessions and thus promote the development of domestic biotechnology
industry.

ECRL promotes transformation,
drives development of Halal industry
At present, 2/3 of Pahang is forest area, planted a large number of oil palm,
cocoa and rubber plantations. The state is highly dependent on agriculture and
natural resources.
The long coastline of Pahang makes fishing industry and tourism industry
the main source of state economy. These industrial characteristics are worthy of
further exploration by investors, who could leverage on Kuantan Port and ECRL
for marketing into the international market.
Chiew predicted that the proposed ECRL crossing through Pahang
inland would help bring products and services of Chinese investors out of
Kuantan Port or the industrial park into the inland market.
Among them, the local Halal industry would be one of the biggest
beneficiaries. Pahang mainly consists of Malay Muslim population and small
businesses, which ECRL could help these inland small Halal businesses to
market their food and products, at a more affordable and convenient export
channel, into the huge overseas Halal markets.
The largest Muslim populations in China are the Hui and the Uyghur ethnic
groups, with a combined total population of over tens of millions. The “Belt and
Road Initiative” along 17 Islamic countries along the route, there are more than 2
billion population, it is a huge “blue ocean” waited to be tapped on.
Chiew highlighted, Pahang needs to introduce more Chinese downstream,
intensive processing enterprises. The state has rich natural resources, such as
minerals, agricultural products and so on. However, due to limited state and
domestic industrial technology, the state still focuses mainly on raw materials
exports.”
He believes that through the introduction of more Chinese investors with
research achievements and downstream processing experiences to cooperate
with local enterprises, they could use existing raw materials to improve resource
output value and in turn increase profits and return.
“Therefore, we call on the Pahang state government to accelerate
the introduction of more in-depth study on the attraction of more Chinese
downstream, processing enterprises.”
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Kelantan

ECRL Speeds Up Modernization
“ECRL is a rare and yet important catalyst for the transformation and modernization of Kelantan’s economy.”
MCCC Kelantan Branch President Datuk Tan Choon Hwa is optimistic about ECRL shifting the economic outlook of
Kelantan, transforming the state into a new investment trade hub, a tourist destination and a market suitable for
small and medium enterprises (SME). “I hope that ECRL could change the traditional and backward impression of
investors at home and abroad on the state, while closing the gap between Kelantan and the current more advanced
West Coast, especially with the capital Kuala Lumpur.”

T

an pointed out that once the ECRL accelerated the pace of modernization
of Kelantan, it would create employment opportunities for the locals, bring

Halal industry to be located in
Pasir Mas Halal Park

businesses for local enterprises, more revenue for the state government, and all of

Global demand for Halal products has increased year

these make it more conducive to the development of infrastructure and services

by year, with an annual turnover of about $30 billion. “We

in the sates and to improve the people’s livelihood and welfare.

are transforming Kelantan into the domestic Halal products

Modernization drives tourism, attracts hi-tech
foreign capital

Industrial center. ECRL would accelerate the exports
of Kelantan’s specialty Halal products northwards
to South China Sea and southwards to the

Tumpat and Kota Bharu of Kelantan are the two final destinations of ECRL

Strait of Malacca, and in turn speed up the

from Port Klang to northeast of Malaysia as well as the starting points of ECRL

development of Halal manufacturing industry

towards southwest of Malaysia.

in Kelantan.”

Firstly, Kelantan is neighboring Thailand, while Tumpat and Thailand only

In fact, Halal products exported from

separates by a river. Relations and trade between Tumpat and Thailand existed

Kelantan to Islamic countries such as Arabia

since ancient time, forming a unique local customs and practices between the

are highly recognized and welcomed, with

two. The ancient Kelantan was originally a part of the territory of Thailand, hence

long-term unimpeded trade.

today, we still sees Thai Buddhist temples (of sitting Buddha, standing Buddha

“To foreign investors and Chinese

and sleeping Buddua) of various sizes across the state, coexisting peacefully

investors interested to invest in Kelantan, I

with the local Islamic culture. “This is not only a precious historical heritage, with

would recommend the ECER Pasir Mas Halal

some promotion, plus modern tourism service facilities such as transportation,

Park as a not to be missed opportunity! I hope

attractions, hotels, restaurants, shopping areas, Kelantan will certainly become

that Halal products of China could applied for

the preferred destination for global travelers or Chinese. ECRL could play its role

Malaysia’s Halal certificate, find local partners

in passenger and freight transportation.”

to set up production line and produce their

Kelantan is also known for the development of light industry, especially
the production of Malaysia’s unique batik and traditional handicrafts. At present,
the state’s industry mainly made up of platoon factories, accounting about 40%,
mostly located in the Kota Bharu area.

products in Kelantan, and then to be marketed

Datuk Tan Choon Hwa,
President of MCCC’s Kelantan
Branch, “Kelantan has everything it needed, as long as the
government continues to improve its execution, industrial
and business sector continue to
implement transformation, and
people in the state continues
to seize the opportunity to give
their best, then, the ECRL is no
longer an empty vision, but a
chance of a lifetime, a golden
opportunity for the people
of all fields and classes in the
state to show the world what
they’ve got!”

worldwide!”
In 2016, Kelantan attracted 6 million
tourists in conjunction with the Kelantan’s tourism year. In the first five months

Tan pointed out that, the operational of ECRL, consumer products such

of this year, the state attracted more than 190 domestic and foreign tourists.

as batik, could be promoted to more and more tourists, sharing with them the

As Kelantan is adjacent to southern Thailand, it has also attracted many foreign

texture and uniqueness of batik.

tourists coming in from southern Thailand.

Light industry generally requires low investment, with short construction

Tan is confidence that with unique folk customs and peaceful multi-ethnic

period and quick cash flow. All of these advantages make it an important source

society, Kelantan could attract tourists by virtue of it rich cultural and artistic

of national revenue.

tapestry. “As a Chinese descendants, I hope to see more modern Chinese “go out,”

In any case, there should be a reasonable proportion of agriculture, light

not only terms of trade and business, we are more concern about new cultural

industry and heavy industry in order to promote the smooth development of the

exchanges to be brought about by ECRL, whereby Chinese could actually visit

whole national economy. “I urged to the state government to formulate a good

Kelantan and witness our traditional Malay culture by themselves, and ultimately

investment policy and introduce more high-tech foreign capital.”

realizing the people-to-people connection!”
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Terengganu

Primary Industry-based Economy awaits Transformation
Promotion of Eco-tourism to be Strengthened
“ECRL is an opportunity for Terengganu to attract businesses and investments, as well as realizing industrial
transformation.”
MCCC Terengganu Branch President Dato’ See Meng Geok looks forward to the promotion of surrounding
industries by ECRL, as each station has the potential of industrial development, for example food and beverages
services, convenient shops, parking and transfer services, so on and so forth, all of which could bring new business
opportunities and create new job opportunities.

“

In terms of transport efficiency, trucks offer limited amount of freight transport

and are costly; once after the opening of the ECRL, it would not be the same. By
rail, we can transport in bulk and hence transport costs would be reduced.”
See pointed out that improving railway transportation could help improve
the competitiveness of local manufacturing and service industries.
“Business circle outside each station can be contracted to a contractor
to set up shops for commercial businesses, and at the same time offering
conveniences to passengers travelling by train. For locations outside the reach
of ECRL, I would like to call on the authorities to establish and improve the public
transport network, or encourage the taxi industry to increase taxi stations or
parking stations, giving travelers the ease of getting about. Transforming towards
the goal of becoming a model city of economy and tourism.”

Plenty of tourism values to be uncovered
Geographically, Terengganu is made up of a beautiful coastline with many
mesmerizing sceneries. The coastline facing the blue South Sea China is of 240
km long. “ECRL is proposed with a transportation ratio of 30% passenger and 70%
freight. In addition to freight, it is also favorable to attract tourists and contribute
to the national tourism industry.”
See shared that Terengganu’s idyllic seaside scenery is the best eco-tourism
destination for backpackers, families, companies to enjoy their holidays and get
close to the nature.
Pulau Perhentian, Pulau Redang, Pulau Tenggol and Pulau Kapas are among
many islands that offer beach resorts with comprehensive recreation facilities.
“Not to mention, Terengganu is also the home to Pulau Redang feature in
the famous movie “Summer Holiday” and a colorful cabin was built for the movie,
also there are the Rantau Abang beach popular among turtles and turtles lovers,
traditional Terengganu palaces rich in local architectural designs in Tanjong Jara,
the largest artificial freshwater lake in Tasik Kenyir that attracted anglers from
around Southeast Asia, popular waterfalls, world-renowned Muslim landmark
Crystal Mosque, etc.”
“These rich tourism resources is the selling point of Terengganu
that must be publicized, such as through promotion of self-driving, bed
and breakfasts and other creative attractions, plus the development of
infrastructure, we could enhance the state’s tourism popularity.”

Natural resources-based industries
look forward to transformation
The ECRL is expected to have three stops in Terengganu, and that is Kuala
Terengganu, Kerteh Port and Kemaman.
“Kuala Terengganu is the capital and largest commercial city of
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Terengganu, it is also a trade center with excellent
port; the state government spent RM2 million to
build a bus terminal in Kerteh to integrate railway
with buses, in order to promote tourism. Earlier this
year, the national petroleum company Petronas set
up an advanced natural gas terminal (TGAST) in
Kerteh to stable the supply of natural gas in
order to help strengthen the confidence of
foreign investors; Kemaman Port is near the
Kuantan Port and neighbouring China and
Southeast Asian countries, and it is expected
to become a large international logistics
Dato’ See Meng Geok,
transportation link.”
President of Terrengganu
Branch of MCCC, is positive that
See stressed that, Terengganu is
ECRL could meet enterprises’
transforming into a new industrial model.
demand of bulk transportation
For example the coastal zone, an agricultural
at a low cost. For example,
economic park will be set up to transform the
large shipments that are
traditional tourism economic model and to
previously difficult to transport
wuold be made possible with
attract businesses and investment projects.
the new on railway.
At present, Terengganu’s economic
lifeline mainly consists of fisheries, agriculture,
oil and gas, as well as the rich forestry, tourism resources.
Over the past 10 years, the opening of several oil fields offshore in the South
Sea China has brought rapid economic growth to the state. Associated crude oil
and natural gas refineries were also established in Kerteh and Paka.
In any case, the state government is committed to the diversification
of state economic activities in recent years and has set up industrial zones in
Dungun, Kemaman and other places.
At the same time, Teluk Kalong, an industrial town in Kemaman, Terengganu,
is the home of Malaysia’s largest steel plant, the Perwaja Steel plant.
See believes that with ECRL, local industry dominated by natural
resources could realize higher level of technological transformation and
enhancement of value-added.
Lastly, See suggested that the Terengganu government to set up a special
task force to investigate and study the development opportunities in the state in
convergence with the ECRL, such as the establishment of an intelligent warehouse
to start exploring business opportunities for local businesses.

East Coast Malaysia

Let’s go on a trip of East Coast Arts and Cultural

Harbors Infinite Possibilities

Pahang, an experience of royalty enchantment

A luxurious tour of the Muzium Sultan Abu Bakar,
The Muzium Sultan Abu Bakar has a long historical
Pekan, Pahang
standing. It was founded as early as 1920 and had
been used as a British residence and barracks of
the Japanese army. In 1948, the building was
turned into the Kota Beram palace, royal residence
of his Majesty the late Sultan of Pahang, and later
transformed into the now Muzium Sultan Abu
Bakar.
The museum keeps complete information of the Pahang royal
family, cultural relics and the relevant historical data of Pahang tin
mining, Chinese ceramics and glassware and other antiquities.

dof the colo rs of Asia: Hea
Coast Gallery, a tap estr y
rtheast Malaysia)
Art s & Cul ture of the Eas t
(no
n
nta
Kela
of
ns
ma
dan cer s and sha
dre sse s of the Mak Yon g

The restored Muzium Sultan Abu Bakar. A shallow infinity pool and
water fountain for children replaced the hot tarmac of a car park in
front of the building.

Arts & Culture of the East Coast Gallery: Shadow puppets on the move

PICTOGRAPHS
Pictographs (icons) were specially designed for the museum in order to better
reflect its identity as an establishment that walks a fine line between modernity
and tradition. Several pictographs carefully unify an element from the old and
the new to create a unique fusion.
The Pahang Sultanate Gallery fully exudes the grandeur of the Royal family.

INTEGRATED IDENTITY
To give the museum an integrated visual identity and a
seamless transition from the exterior grounds into the
interior spaces, wood was used as the unifying medium
because of its importance to the Malay community.
Woodcarving is one of the most important Malay arts of
the East Coast.
On the grounds of the museum is a variety of wood sculptures depicting local animals and birds: the horse (Pekan
hosts the Royal Pahang Classic polo championship every
year), crane, deer and the elephant. The elephant was
delivered to the museum much later as it required a very
large quantity of driftwood to produce.
2017/10-12
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Terengganu, the birthplace of turtles

A trip down the thematic lanes of China Town, Terengganu
The China Town of Terengganu has 7 specially themed lanes
and alleys, namely the Turtle Alley, Green Lane, Tauke Wee
Seng Hee Cultural Lane, Eco Lane, Kampung Cina Payang
Memory Lane, Lorong Haji Awang Besar (the Malay cultural
lane) and the Seven Wonders Alley.
In recent years, these thematic lanes and alleys have been beautified, decorated
from the ground to the wall murals, extending onto the sky, with a variety of
decorative display, showing the unique cultural features of the local China Town.
The landscaped alleys have become a unique attraction of China Town.

Save turtle. Say NO to turtle eggs.

Visitors to Turtle Alley will be greeted by this life-sized replica of a
leatherback turtle.

The makeover project started with Green Lane.

Eco Lane is a tribu te
to Teren gganu
batik as one of the
busin ess owners
there has decid ed
to deco rate it with
piece s of batik .

Tauke Wee Sin Hee Cultural Lane has a collection of vintage items such as colonial-era
telephone bo
booth and a classic post box (still in use).

Payang Memory Lane pays tribute to Chinese community leaders of Kuala
Terengganu with face casts of seven leaders. Colorful umbrellas hung over
the lane have also made this alley a popular place for a photo op.
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Turtle Alley is the narrowest of all the alleys in Jalan Kampung Cina. It
has trivia boards to inform tourists of the highly endangered turtles.

East Coast Malaysia

Harbors Infinite Possibilities

Kelantan, the cradle of the Malay culture

A lively trip across the Gelanggang Seni,
Kelantan
Kelantan, known as the cradle of Malay culture, has developed into the
most concentrated cultural collection in Malaysia.
The Gelanggang Seni exhibits the rich cultural heritage of Kelantan and enables visitors to
experience unique local folk customs and the intense Islamic features. In this culture centre,
lay martial arts, folk songs
there are regularly performances of traditional instruments, top, Malay
and shadow show for visitors.

Dikir Barat is a traditional Malay rap performance featuring perfect
fusion of poetry, rhythm and singing skills.

The dynamic and rhythm-full Malay drum performance, Rebana Ubi, requires strong
teamwork, coherence and cohesion.

The traditional Malay kite conspicuous sign suggesting to tourists that “You’ve arrived at the The
Gelanggang Seni,” Kelantan’s cultural centre.

The traditional
tr
Malay martial art, Silat, showcases the virtuosity and martial art spirit of
Malay warriors.
Mal

The Malay top Gasing Uri is the most representative traditional game
of Malay culture. One way of playing is where the player loops the rope
around the top, throw it on the floor, then use a rectangular plate to
pick up the spinning top, a task that calls for great effort.

The Malay chess Congkak is
a test of both intelligence
and skills of the players. On
the rectangular board, the 14
small holes and two big holes
repre sent 14 “villa ges” and two
“houses.”
Each player holds a hand ful of
glass marb les and place s them
into the little holes . The game
of attack and defense tests the
player’s math emat ics as well as
strate gy psych olog y.
Batik artist is showing the hand dyeing process of Batik to visitors.
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MCCC 11th National Council Committee Courtesy Visit to Prime Minster Najib | Prime Minister Office, Putrajaya | 10th July 2017

MCCC Courtesy Visit to Prime Minister Najib

PM Expresses Approval to Suggestions
and Advices

Tan Yew Sing (photo frame holder on the left) presents historical photos of monumental value as a memento to Prime Minster Najib (photo frame holder in the
middle), and took a commemorative group photo with members of MCCC National Council.
The memento features two historical photos that captured Malaysia’s second Prime Minister Tun Razak, father of Prime Minister Najib, received by then CPC
chairman Mao Zedong during his visit to China in 1974, while another photo captured Prime Minister Najib receiving the President of China, Xi Jinping, at his
official residence during the latter’s visit to Malaysia in 2013. The two photos highlight Prime Minister Najib’s inheritance of his late father’s foresight and boldness
to establish friendly relations with China.

In order to implement Vision 2020 and usher in the targeted 8 million Chinese tourists, Prime Minister Najib
said, Malaysia’s Immigration Department would employ frontline staff well-verse in Mandarin, to meet the
needs of these Chinese tourists.
The Prime Minister agrees that in addition to Immigration Department, domestic hospitals should also employ
medical personnel who have mastered Chinese language, as medical tourism has become a promising field.
The Prime Minister expressed his concern and attention to the tourism industry when he met the 21-members
delegation from the Malaysia-China Chamber of Commerce (MCCC).

L

ast year, nearly 2.7 million Chinese tourists visited Malaysia, and Malaysia

MCCC Honorary Advisor Wang Choon Wing pointed out that under

is eyeing 3 million arrivals this year, while hoping to reach 4 million next

this concept, the hotel rooms can be opened to the public or business

year.

investment, investors can check in at any time after he purchased the rooms,

Tan Yew Sing, President of MCCC, pointed out that Malaysia’s tourism

rent out or exchange with other investors.

industry needs bilingual talents, and the relevant government agencies and

He added that investors would be able to sell rooms at market prices when

industries should be well prepared for it too. At present, the industry is short

the time is ripe. “If we try this plan, we can gradually expand to China, or join

of local Chinese tour guides.

forces with China to promote this plan, which is another measure that will

Speaking of the tourism industry, MCCC National Council also recommended

help promote tourism.”

that the government and hotel operators to adopt the concept of “buy-rent

Prime Minister also disclosed that the government is exploring expanding

hotel rooms”.

Chinese destinations of Malaysia Airlines and AirAsia.
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Cross-border agriculture, timber, furniture,
e-commerce cooperation promising

and sunset industries.

In addition to tourism, MCCC delegation also proposed capacity cooperation

Tan Sri Dato’ Lim Soon Peng (Honorary President), Loo Kok Seong (First Vice

and cross-border natural resources development to the Prime Minister, that is,

President), Dato’ Lim Heng Ee, Joseph (Vice President), Kevin Siah Teong Chein

to use the abundant natural resources in our country to establish a number of

(Secretary General), Thay Peng Hong (Treasurer), Bryan Chong (Youth Wing

agricultural and industrial processing centers, where the government could

Chairman and MCEC 2017 Organizing Chairman), Low Swee Lan (Women

encourage cooperation among all ethnic groups, allocation of land for them

Entrepreneur Committee’s Chairman), Dato’ R, Rajendran (National Council

to create wood products and furniture industry center. This move would not

Member), Dato’ Zarul Ahmad (National Council Member), Chiew Mui Kheng

only create a win-win situation and common prosperity for locals, but can

(Chief Executive Secretary) and Datuk Dr. Robert A.N. Lim (The Federation of

also attract Chinese enterprises to participate in investments in Malaysia.

Malaysia Lim Associations’s President).

The MCCCC delegation members are Tan Kai Hee (Life Honorary President),

In addition, durian that is gaining popularity among the Chinese is also a
natural resource with a brilliant future.
MCCC President Tan Yew Sing pointed out that the Chinese government has
developed a lot of land for enterprises to participate in the development,
and he advised that Malaysian government could follow suit.
Speaking of e-commerce and the Internet of things, MCCC Honorary Advisor
Ng Lip Yong said the “Digital Free Trade Zone” (DFTZ) jointly promoted by
Prime Minister and Alibaba founder Jack Ma not long ago as well as MalaysiaChina cooperation project, the “Robotic Future City” in Johor, would need to
be supported by a huge pool of trained and skilled human resources.
He said, MCCC is currently working with the Guangdong Aerospace
Information Co.,Ltd. and Guangxi University of Finance and Economics to
jointly run training courses. Guangdong Aerospace Information Co.,Ltd’s
forte is in cultivation of high-tech professionals, and MCCC could work with
the former and other high-tech companies to launch appropriate courses to
assist the government in cultivating young professionals to meet the market
demand.
The Prime Minister agreed to the proposal and encouraged young people to
explore the digital industry, instead of focusing on the traditional professions

MCCC President Tan Yew Sing (second left) presents and explains on the
collection of photographs <Glorious 40 Years> which published three
years ago in conjunction with the 40th anniversary of establishment of
diplomatic relations between Malaysia and China, to Prime Minster Najib
(middle). Prime Minister Najib highly appreciates the concept and value of
the album and its picture collection.

The MCCC National Council delegation led by President Tan Yew Sing introduces to Prime Minister Najib the objectives, distinctions and achievements of MCCC.
At the same time, the delegation also informs the Prime Minister about invitation received by MCCC to attend committees and activities of official discussion on
Malaysia-China economic and trade relations, and the Prime Minister has expressed his recognition.
During the meeting, both sides discussed about business opportunities, challenges and solutions of tourism between Malaysia and China, the business
opportunities of e-commerce for our country, especially young people and Malay villagers, and MCCC willingness to participate in planning and implementation
to this end. It is worth mentioning that the Prime Minister has expressed great interest in representing the government in proposing capacity cooperation and
cross-border cooperation in natural resources.
The courtesy call organized by MCCC to the Prime Minister was successful with far and deep impact. The meeting was even extended by 15 minutes beyond
the initial half an hour.
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First ‘Invest in China’ Mandarin Workshop in Malaysia
The first ‘Invest in China’ Mandarin workshop which organized by Malaysia-China Chamber of Commerce
(MCCC) with Aisino Co Ltd and Guangxi University of Finance and Economics have been held in Malaysia from
19th to 20th August. The workshop successfully attracted 50 attendants.
The objective is to allow the Malaysian businessmen to further grasp the relevant policies and the latest
information of China, to understand the business opportunities provided by the ‘Belt and Road’ initiative
(BRI), and embarks on the investment journey in China.

A

ll the participants received a certificate each from organizer. The
certificate is approved by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s
Republic of China and awarded by Guangxi University of Finance and
Economics China-ASEAN Finance and Taxation Talent Training Center.

President of the MCCC, Tan Yew Sing, mentioned that the cooperation

In addition, any participation in any training organized by the above three
organizations can become Aisino Co Ltd lifelong training members, receive
Aisino Co Ltd’s exclusive gift, and enjoy discount in any courses and products
offered by Aisino Co Ltd and its branches.

Workshop Organizing Chairman cum Honorary Advisor of MCCC, Ng Lip
Yong, pointed out that enterprises which are already operating in China can
also obtain some financial policies and legal information of China through
the workshop and strengthens their business model.

between MCCC and two reputable organizations is to create a training
platform and to put the ‘invest in China’ into practicality by providing both
online and offline workshops.

For the first time, the ‘Invest in China’ Mandarin workshop invite two famous
speaker Wang Zuoqing and Chen Yuhang, to give a talk to the Malaysian
businessmen, so that the local businessmen are fully prepared before entering
the China market. The workshop is designed for enterprises interested in
bilateral trade and investment. The participants received explanations and
guidance on China government agencies, administrative backgrounds, tax
systems and legal knowledge and etc.
With the increasing popularity of investing in China, MCCC also plans to
organize an English workshop on ‘Invest in Malaysia’ in the near future for the
China enterprises to participate. MCCC will subsequently send local lecturers
to Beijing. This will benefit and ensure more business cooperation plan for
the local businessmen.

MCCC English Speaking Committee

Plans for the second half of the year
Group photo: (first row, L-R) MCCC English Speaking Committee
member, Dato Zakhair Datuk Idris; MCCC English Speaking
Committee Chairman, Soong Wing Hong; MCCC English Speaking
Committee member, Datuk Dr Nor Hisham Mohd Nor; (second row,
L-R) MCCC Assistant Secretary, Eddie Chin; MCCC English Speaking
Committee member, Steve Tan, Gary Soon, Christopher Won; and
MCCC Vice Executive Secretary, Wong Jia Wei.

The future plans for the English Speaking Committee are as follows:
1.
‘Investment in China’ English Workshop in October 2017
2. Malaysia-China Entrepreneur Conference 2017 (MCEC 2017) business visit to Melaka and Selangor on 26th November 2017
3. Digital Marketing Seminar
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Belt & Road’s Countries Trade exceed US $ 3 trillion

MITI praising MCEC 2017

MCEC 2017’s Launching Ceremony witnessed by YBhg. Datuk Chua Tee Yong, Malaysia Deputy Minister of International Trade (Standing at Left Five).

The 7th Malaysia-China Entrepreneur Conference (MCEC 2017), a key event organized by the MalaysiaChina Chamber of Commerce (MCCC) for the seventh consecutive year, focuses on business matching
this year, aiming at combining technology and capital of Chinese enterprises with the strategic
geographical advantages, natural resources and talent pool of Malaysia, to create greater and more
sustainable economic benefits for the two countries, while promoting new economy and trade as well
as investment opportunities.
With the objective of opening up new pattern of economy and trade between Malaysia and China,
one of the arms of MCCC, Youth Wing Council as the main organizing committee of the conference, is
confident in making the business matching a success by focusing on 7 major industries - real estate
and construction, agriculture, science and technology, manufacturing, services, health care, and Halal
products. These are promising industries for future development between Malaysia and China, and
could be say to be the star industries of the future!”
At the same time, as the Malaysia and China governments are striving to achieve $160 billion (about
RM500 billion) of bilateral trade target in 2017, MCCC hopes to plays its role as a bridge for entrepreneurs,
industrial and commercial circles, as well as private sectors of the two countries, through setting up the
platform for business matching at the MCEC 2017.
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Chua Tee Yong : Belt & Road’s Countries Total Trade
exceed US $ 3 trillion

virtual world of innovation.

With the total trade volume of more than US $ 3 trillion between China

pointed out that, regardless of the order from the hotel to buy drinks on

and 66 countries along the “Belt and Road”, the Malaysian government has

weekdays, China is gradually moving towards “no cash society”, it is very

called for the “Belt and Road” construction will continue meanwhile all of the

convenient and progress.

His personal experience in traveling to China in recent years, for example,

countries along “Belt and Road” need to prepared and work together in the

“Science and technology to subvert the way people travel, sharing a bicycle

future trend.

is a typical case. China has dozens of shared bicycle companies. With GPS

YBhg. Datuk Chua Tee Yong, Malaysia Deputy Minister of International Trade

positioning and two-dimensional code, Chinese companies will share the

and Industry stressed that China promised to purchase US $ 2 trillion in

bike becomes feasible and can be consumed.”

imports over the next five years in the “Belt and Road” initiative. China also

As of the end of last year, China has put into operation the high-speed rail

promised to direct investment in the country along “Belt and Road” with 150

EMU reached 2595 groups, more than 60% of the global total, has been open

billion US dollars project construction. “This means that even if Malaysia does

to high-speed rail mileage of more than 20,000 km. It is expected that by

not participate, there are 65 countries along the way to establish contact

2020, China’s high-speed rail mileage will be added 10,000 km, by 2030 will

with China.”

be more than 45,000 km.

He called on our political and business entrepreneurs, should be riding

As for e-commerce, China has about 731 million Internet users, the size of the

the current friendly relations between Malaysia and China, open up and

total population of Europe, of which 695 million people are mobile users. This

operate with China’s deep connection. “China has adopted a variety of new

makes China the world’s largest and fastest growing e-commerce market.

concepts, models, such as sharing the office, worthy of local reference; and

In respond to the ‘new thinking’ in the ‘new four’, MCEC 2017 has come up

China and Alibaba’s first Digital Free Trade Zone (DFTZ), it is to establish a

with new theme and creative ideas to encourage more young entrepreneurs

modern industry connection, to deal with this (along the country Between)

to start a business. It is necessary for the new generation to prepare for the

competing times come.

future; especially in the 60% undiscovered industries.

At the same time, Chua Tee Yong also praising the MCCC for seven consecutive

Bryan Chong : Eyeing 1,500 participants for MCEC 2017

years of the annual event - MCEC 2017 dare to break through, and take the
initiative, The two countries to create a larger and sustainable economic
benefits, driven by new trade and investment opportunities. “MCEC 2017
make” ROAD “as the big theme, is to guide the local business community to
seek a way out, rather than sit back and wait, it is worth praising!”

Bryan Chong, chairman of the MCEC 2017 expecting the conference will
attract 1,500 participants, including 1,000 in Malaysia and 500 in China and
ASEAN.
“MCEC 2017’s business matching sessions are divided into reservation session
(one-to-one matching) and open (free matching) session, in order to meet

Tan Yew Sing : Malaysia needs ‘new four’ to achieve
US$160 billion trade with China

the different matching needs of participating enterprises. “

MCCC’s President Tan Yew Sing advocated, in order to leap forward from USD

Jinping, it is a “chorus” instead of a “solo.” “As China is taking the lead in this

100 billion to USD 160 billion between Malaysia and China, will rely mainly on

chorus, Malaysian young entrepreneurs, entrepreneurs and businessmen

“ new industries, new targets, new tools, and new thinking”

should not limit ourselves, but it is necessary for us to make good use of

He pointed out that “new industries” Malaysian entrepreneurs should

this historical advantage of friendly bilateral relations between Malaysia and

discover how to cooperate with China’s emerging industries and play their

China as an opportunity to go out and achieve something big!”

part in cross-border cooperation. China’s e-commerce is worth learning as it
will help promote the Malaysia industrial development process.
Next, the ‘new targets’ are non-Mandarin-speaking businessmen and
local small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) which have cooperation
potential with the China enterprises. The China enterprises should not be
confined to do business only with the Mandarin-speaking businessmen
but with all Malaysian businessmen. This is when MCCC plays its role in
creating business matching opportunities for the non-Mandarin-speaking
businessmen with the China enterprises. In addition, Malaysia small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) also plan to expand to overseas markets.
This concept is in line with China enterprises’ plan to expand its business
overseas. Cooperation between the two countries can create a win-win

Bryan said, the “Belt and Road” initiative as described by Chinese President Xi

MCEC 2017 Emphazing Business Matching
Bryan added that MCEC 2017 aims at achieving in-depth, comprehensive
and quality business matching. “We understand that, Chinese enterprises
interested in doing business or expanding their business in Malaysia need
to find a suitable local partners, suppliers, agents, intermediaries; while
excellent local enterprises lack reliable platform or pipeline to dock or find a
suitable Chinese partner. Therefore, we are working closely with several local
units to screen out the ideal local enterprises, so that they can effectively
matching with Chinese enterprises via a “one-to-one” session.”
He revealed that the MCEC 2017 has confirmed that the famous Chinese
enterprises - Yangtze River Pharmaceutical Group to participate in business
matching. “We are currently only willing to wait for a number of Chinese

situation.
“From the four ancient Chinese inventions - papermaking, compass,
gunpowder, movable type printing to the” new four inventions “- mobile
payment, sharing economy, high-speed rail and e-commerce, the four” new
tools “marks China has moved from the invention of the entity, across to the

central enterprises (GLCs) to participate in the match-making; they are
particularly interested in real estate and construction matching.
He called on Malaysian companies to seize this opportunity, especially the
appointment (one to one matching) and its seats are limited, interested in
registration as early as possible.
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Last year, MCCC went out of Malaysia to hold the MCEC 2016 in Chengdu,

First, it is diversified because the Conference will be conducted bilingually.

China, where our business matching session made remarkable results,

Second, it is pragmatic because the Conference focuses on business

which not only helped MCCC accumulated valuable experience in business

matching and experience sharing. Third, it is focused as seven special

“matchmaking,” but have boosted the confidence of our organizing

sessions are set up for designated industries. Finally, it is interactive as a

committee in organizing this year conference.

network is created to encourage participants to interact and enhance sense

Back in 2016, business-matching session of the 6th MCEC recorded $1.235

of participation.

billion (about RM4.1, or about 1.6 billion RMB) worth of new multinational

Conference also upgrades its quality by highlighting the economic, trade,

business opportunities, successfully promoted cooperation between

culture, and education opportunities under the BRI framework.

Malaysian and Chinese entrepreneurs, taking advantage of “Belt and Road”

The 7th Malaysian Entrepreneurs Conference, which will be held on

initiative and to join the wave of entering the global market.

Saturday, November 25th, at the Putrajaya Convention and Exhibition

Business Visits Melaka Gateway and Klang Port after
Conference

Center (PICC) open to public participants, to join us in building “The Belt and

Bryan Chong said the day after conference (November 26th) will organize
business visits activities. “At this stage, we have confirmed the famous
international Melaka Gateway and the Klang Port as a business site
inspection station.”
The Conference this year is diversified, pragmatic, focused and interactive.

Road,” and creating new opportunities. For Malaysian participants, a fullday conference (including registration fee, one-to-one business matching
plus free business matching, and gala dinner) is RM700 for registration after
August 31, 2017.
For any enquiries, please contact the Secretariat of the conference at 0392231188, or email to mcec@mccc.my.

M alaysia-China Relations

Najib’s role in getting the King of Fruits to China
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak admitted that he played an instrumental role in getting the King of
Fruits - the Durian - exported to China.

I

n his speech at the National Farmers and
Fishermen Day, he recounted his visit to Chow
Kit, where he saw durian being sold for only RM1
each.

crowd of more than 1,000 farmers, fishermen and
visitors.
Citing the meetings he had with China’s top
leaders, Najib said he had sought for permission
to import the fruit there.

This, he said, was during the fruit’s its peak
season.

“This has led to many durian entrepreneurs
exporting durian to China,” he said.

However, now, he said durian’s such as the
‘Musang King’ variety is sold for more than RM100
per kg thanks to the new market being opened
in China.

Najib said once Malaysia is part of the global
supply chain, those who benefit from it are the

“I want to tell all of you here, that I was the one responsible for getting

farmers and fishermen and it was this reason why there is need to maintain
good relations with the world’s economic super powers.

approval and permission for durian to be exported to China,” he said to the

Strengthening Malaysia-China security cooperation
China’s super-fast advanced scanner, that can identify illicit items inside a moving vessel in an instant, will
make its debut at Malaysia’s entry checkpoints soon.

T

he intelligent machine was developed by the Public

Other than scanners, China also agreed to provide some

Security Ministry of China and it is used at the country’s
airports and ports.

equipment to Malaysia’s Counter- Messaging Centre, which
is mainly focused on tracking online terrorism messages.

“China has agreed in principle on the matter,” said Malaysia

During his visit to China, the deputy prime minister had
also attended the opening ceremony of the 86th Interpol

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi,
who was on a three-day working visit to China which ended
27th September.
He said acquisition of the highly sophisticated scanners
was part of the Home Ministry’s initiatives to upgrade
the nation’s scanning capability to combat international
transborder crime more effectively.

General Assembly and met several of China’s leaders.
Among the leaders Ahmad Zahid met with were Secretary
of the Central Political and Legal Affairs Commission,
Communist Party of China, Meng Jianzhu and China Public
Security Minister, Guo Sheng Kun.
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Managing Legal Risks along the Belt and Road Initiative:

Foreign Judgment Enforcement in
Malaysia and in the Mainland China

N

Leon Ren

Ng Zheng Hui, Charlie

Graduated from China University
of Political Science and Law

A member of the Malaysian Bar

othing is more frustrating for a winning plaintiff than discovering

not to be a judgment of a superior court from a reciprocating country

that a favorable judgment is nothing but only a worthless piece

under REJA.

of paper, especially after a cost and time consuming legal battle. Justice

In other words, as China is not listed in the Schedule 1 of the REJA,

may not be served if the damaged party obtains a favorable judgment

the Chinese courts’ judgment can only be enforced in Malaysia under

and the defendant refuses to abide by the judgment or lacks sufficient

the common law. The conditions for enforcement of foreign judgement

assets in the country of the adjudicating forum. Justice is also considered

under common law are: (1) the foreign court has jurisdiction to try the

being denied when the defendant has adequate assets, but the foreign

case; and (2) the judgment must be final (i.e. not subject to any further

court refuses to enforce the judgment. In this article, we offer a practical

rights of appeal) and for a definite sum.

snapshot of the enforcement of foreign judgments in both Malaysia and
China, particularly on whether a Chinese court’s judgment is likely to be
enforced in Malaysia and vice versa.

(1) What are the sources of law regarding the
enforcement of foreign judgments in your country?
And what are the conditions for such enforcement
if it were to be allowed?

Leon Ren:

In Mainland China, there are also two regimes for the

enforcement of foreign judgments. Judgments from Hong Kong
and Macau can be enforced in the Mainland China under reciprocal
arrangements which China entered into the said countries in 2008 and
2006 respectively, subject to judicial interpretation by the Supreme
People’s Court of China.
The second regime which is under the Chinese Civil Procedure
Law (CPL), providing that a foreign court judgment or order will be

Charlie Ng:

In Malaysia, foreign judgments may be enforced either

enforceable only if (a) it is final and conclusive; (b) it is determined that

under the Reciprocal Enforcement of Judgments Act 1958 (REJA) or under

enforcement would not violate the basic morals and principles of PRC law,

the common law. The countries listed in Schedule 1 of the REJA only include

state sovereignty, national security, or public interest; and (c) the foreign

the United Kingdom, Singapore, Hong Kong, New Zealand, Republic of Sri

state and China have either: (i) concluded a bilateral treaty or acceded to a

Lanka (Ceylon), certain states of India and Brunei Darussalam. Under the

multilateral treaty or convention; or (ii) established a reciprocal relationship

REJA, the requirements that a foreign judgment must satisfy are as follows:

for the recognition and enforcement of court judgments or orders.

(a) the judgment must be a monetary judgment; (b) the judgment must

As at September 2016, China has entered 37 bilateral judicial

be a judgment of a superior court from a reciprocating country under

assistance treaties on civil or commercial matters, yet those treaties do

REJA; and the judgment must be final and conclusive. The requirements

not include the popular common law jurisdiction countries such as

for an action for foreign judgment under the common law are similar to

Malaysia, United Kingdom and Australia. Thus, when it comes to the

those under REJA, with the only key difference is that the judgment needs
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question whether Malaysian courts’ judgment could be enforced in

public policy; or (iii) the proceedings in which the judgment was obtained

mainland China, it depends on whether there is a reciprocal relationship

were against the natural justice.

for recognition and enforcement. It is worthy noted that on 9 December
2016, the Nanjing Intermediate People’s Court issued a decision which
recognized and enforced a civil judgment rendered by the Singapore
High Court. It was the first reported decision in which a Chinese court
recognized and enforced a foreign judgment on the principle of
reciprocity. On 12 September 2017, China signed (pending ratification) the
Hague Convention on Choice of Court Agreements, which promotes the
use of choice of court agreements in international contracts and facilities
recognition and enforcement of judgments between contracting

Leon Ren: In the Mainland China, CPL and the bilateral treaties entered
into by China provide the grounds for refusing enforcement of foreign
judgment. In summary, a Chinese court may refuse to enforce a foreign
judgment if it is of the view that: (a) the foreign judgment is contrary to
the fundamental principles of Chinese law or the sovereignty, national
security or public interest of China; (b) the judgment obtained was not
final as to its legal effects; (c) the foreign court has no jurisdiction; (d) the
defendant against whom the foreign judgment was given did not have
proper notice of the proceedings in the foreign court; (e) the limitation

counties.

period for applying for enforcement of a foreign judgment has expired.

(2) What is the relevant limitation period to enforce
a foreign judgment? When does it commence to
run?
Charlie Ng:

As far as the REJA is concerned, a judgment creditor

may apply to the relevant High Court to register the judgment within
six years from the date of the last judgment given. While as common
law enforcement is concerned, the Limitation Act 1953 provides that an
action upon any judgment shall not be brought after the expiration of
twelve years from the date on which the judgment became enforceable

(4) Once a foreign judgment is allowed to be enforced,
what are the general methods of enforcements
available to a judgment creditor?
Charlie Ng: The Malaysian courts can order any of the following: (1)
a writ of seizure and sale; (2) an examination of the judgment debtor; (3)
a garnishee order; (4) a charging order in respect of shares held by the
judgment debtor; or (4) bankruptcy or winding up order upon successfully
application made by the judgment creditor.

and no arrears of interest in respect of any judgment debt shall be

Leon Ren: When a Chinese court allows an application for enforcement

recovered after the expiration of six years from the date on which the

of a foreign judgment in Mainland China, the judgment creditor may

interest became due.

apply for the following: (a) sealing up, seizure, freezing or appropriation

Leon Ren: A different limitation period may be described under certain

of the assets of the judgment debtor; (b) sale of the judgment debtor’s

bilateral treaties. Generally speaking, the time limitation for enforcement
of a foreign judgment is three (3) years from the last day of the period
of performance specified by the judgment. If there is no indication of a

assets through auction; (c) compulsory eviction of the judgment debtor
from the building or land; or (d) a media announcement of the judgment
debtor’s failure to perform its obligation under the judgment.

performance period in the judgment, the three-year limitation period
runs from the effective date of the judgment. Statutes of limitation
of foreign jurisdictions are usually not considered by Chinese courts.

Conclusion

However, Chinese courts may extend the three-year time limitation under

The Belt and Road will no doubt present many opportunities, but

certain extreme situations, such as when the applicants are insolvent or

with these will come significant risks. It is important to have the right

have suffered force majeure.

plan ahead to manage any accompanying risks in order to benefit
from these opportunities.
Both Malaysia and Mainland China are contracting parties to the
Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral

Charlie Ng: Under the REJA, registration of a foreign judgment may

Awards 1958 (New York Convention). In the absence of a bilateral

be set aside under one of the following grounds that: (1) the judgment

legal framework for enforcement of a foreign judgment between

is not a judgment of a superior court of the reciprocating country; (2)

Malaysia and China as well as with the high success rate in attaining

the courts of the country of the original court had no jurisdiction in the

enforcement of foreign arbitral awards in the contracting states

circumstances of the case; (3) the judgment was obtained by fraud; or (4)

under the New York Convention, arbitration may still be a preferred

the enforcement of the judgment would be contrary to public policy in

option for parties when entering into cross-border transactions, of

Malaysia. An action on a foreign judgment under the common law may

which provides the commercial parties with mechanisms to mitigate

be challenged on the following grounds that: (i) the foreign court has no

risks, resolve disputes effectively and, ultimately, promote trade and

jurisdiction; (ii) the enforcement of the judgment would be contrary to

commerce.

Disclaimer: The content of this articles represents only the authors’
own point of view. It is for reference only and does not constitute legal
advice on any specific issues.
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(3) On what grounds can enforcement of a foreign
judgment be challenged?

